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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for making a payment to a payee on behalf of a 
payor, comprising: 

receiving a payment request for a payment service provider to pay a payee on 
behalf of a payor; 



for fulfilling the received payment request based at least in part on information included 
in upon the received payment request; 

selecting an identified one of the available risk reduction technique s to be used 
when proces s ing the payment request based on at least one predetermined factor 
associated with each of the plurality of risk reduction tech niques; and 

processing the payment request using effecting payment in accordance with the 
selected risk reduction technique. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques prot e cts ag ainst reduces a risk of financial loss to the payment 
service provider in effecting processing the payment request on behalf of the payor. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques includes at least one two of i) determining, prior to directing funds 
to the payee in association with e ffecting processing the payment request , that payor 
funds are available, ii) determining, prior to directing funds to the payee in association 
with effecting processing the payment request , that an entity is available from which to 
collect funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor in association with effecting 
processing the payment request , iii) determining whether payment to the payee will be 
drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, or drawn on a deposit account 




determining a plurality of risk reduction techniques available 
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associated with an entity other than the payor, and iv) directing funds to the payee a 
predetermined period of time subsequent to initiating an electronic debiting of a deposit 
account associated with the payor. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the selected risk reduction 
technique is the determining that payor funds are available, and further comprising: 

receiving, from a financial institution at which at least one of a payor deposit 
account or a service provider deposit account is maintained, one of (i) confirmation that 
the payor deposit account has been successfully debited or (ii) confirmation that the 
service provider account has been successfully credited, 

wherein the payment to the payee, drawn on the service provider account, is 
processed responsive to receiving the one of (i) confirmation that the payor deposit 
accou nt has been successfully debited or (ii) confirmation that the service p rovider 
account has been successfully credited 

transmitting an e lectronic fund s transfer file to debit th e payor depo s it accou nt 
and to cr e dit a depo s it account associated with th e s o rvico provider; 

transmitting a confirmation r e qu e st to a financial institution at which at least one 
of th e payor deposit account and s e rvice provider deposit account is maintained 
subs e qu e nt to transmitting the e lectronic funds transfer fil e ; and 

r e c e iving a response to the tran s mitt e d confirmation r e qu es t from the financial 
institution; 

wher e in the t r ansmitted confirmation request requ e sts on e of i) c o nfirmation that 
the payor deposit - aeeount has been successfully d e bit e d, or ii) confirmation that th e 
service provider depo s it account has be e n successfully cr e dit ed; 

wherein the r e c e ived re s ponse - indicates one of i) a successful debiting of the 
payor d e posit account, or ii) a succe s sful crediting of the service provider deposit 
account; an d 

wh e rein the paym e nt to the payee is effect e d r e sponsive to - receipt of th e r e sp onse 
the payment drawn on th e s e rvice provider - deposit - account . 
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5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the selected risk reduction 
technique is the determining that an entity is available from which to collect funds if 
funds cannot be collected from the payor in association with effecting processing the 
payment request , and further comprising: 

identifying the entity from which to collect funds if funds cannot be collected 
from th e payor in association with di rect ing the payment to the pay e e on behalf of the 

wherein the payment request is processed effected responsive to the identification 
of the entity; 

wherein the payment is drawn on a deposit account associated with the payment 
service provider; and 

wherein the identified entity is one of the payee and a consumer service provider 
with which the payor is associated. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the selected risk reduction 
technique is the determining whether payment to the payee will be drawn on a deposit 
account associated with the payor, or drawn on a deposit account associated with an 
entity other than the payor, and further comprising: 

determining at least one of i) if a monetary amount of the payment request is less 
than a predetermined first threshold, ii) if a total monetary amount of payments 
completed on behalf of the payor within a first predetermined time period is less than a 
predetermined second threshold, and iii) if a volume of payments completed on behalf of 
the payor within a second predetermined time period is less than a predetermined third 
threshold; 

wherein, if it is determined that the monetary amount is less than the first 
threshold, that the total monetary amount is less than the second threshold, or that the 
volume is less than the third threshold, effecting processing the payment request includes 
issuing one of a check or an electronic funds transfer to the payee drawn on a deposit 
account associated with an entity other than the payor; and 
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wherein, if it is determined that the monetary amount is not less than the first 
threshold, that the total monetary amount is not less than the second threshold, or that the 
volume is not less than the third threshold, effecting processing the payment re quest 
includes issuing a draft to the payee drawn on the payor deposit account. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the determination 
identification -of each o f those of the plurality of risk reduction techniques is based upon 
at least one of i) the identity of the payor, ii) the identity of the payee, iii) the identity of a 
financial institution at which the payor maintains a deposit account, iv) the identity of a 
consumer service provider with which the payor is associated, and v) a type of payment 
service offered by the payment service provider utilized by the payor. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques is associated with a level of protection against financial loss to the 
payment service provider for processing a payment request , and wherein two or more of 
the plurality of risk reduction techniques are identified as b e ing available, and furth e r 
comprising: selecting one of the available risk r eduction techniques to be used when 
processing the payment request based on at least one predetermined factor associated 
with each of the plurality of risk reduction techniques includes selecting the 

determining one of the two or more identified risk reduction technique t e chniques 
which that provides a highest level of protection against financial loss to the payment 
service provider in a ss ociation with eff e cting th e payment among the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques available for fulfilling the received payment request on behalf of th e 

wh e rein th e d e termined one of the risk reduction techniques is the selected r isk 
reduction technique . 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques is associated with a cost of processing a payment request , and 
wherein two or more of the plurality of risk reduction techniq ues ar c identified as being 
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availabl e , and further comprising: selecting one of the available risk reduction techniques 
to be used when processing the payment request based on at least one predetermined 
factor associated with each of the plurality of risk reduction techniques includes selecting 
the 

determining one of the two or mor e id e ntifi e d risk reduction technique techniqu es 
that is associated with a least cost of associ at ed with effecting processing the payment 
request among the plurality of risk reduction techniques for fulfilling the received 
payment request on behalf of the payor; 

wh e r e in the determined one of th e risk r ed uction techniqu e s is the - sel e ct e d risk 



1 0. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques is associated with a time period for processing a payment request, 
and wherein two or more of the plurality of risk r e duction techniques are identified^ 
hning nvnilnhl e . and further comprising: selecting one of the available risk reduction 
techniq ues to be used when processing the payment request based on at least one 
pre determined f actor associated with each of the plurality of risk reduction techniques 
includes selecting the 

determining one of the two or more identified risk reduction technique that is 
techniques associated with a shortest time period to complete payment to the payee e« 
behalf of the payor among the plurality of risk reduction techniques for fulfilling the 
received payment request ? 

wherein th e determined one of the risk reduction techniqu e s is t he selected risk 



1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques is associated with a priority and two or wor e of the plurality of risk 
reduction te c hniques arc identified as b e ing availabl e, and further comprising: wherein 
selecting one of the available risk reduction techniques to be used when processing the 
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payment request based on at least one predetermined factor associated with each of the 
plurality of risk reduction techniques includes selecting the 

determining one of th e two or more identifi e d risk reduction technique that is 
associated with the highest priority among the plurality of risk reduction techniques for 
fulfilling the received payment request - technique s having a highest associated priority; 

wh e r e in the d e termined one of the risk reduction techniques is the s e l e cted risk 

12. (Currently amended) A system for making a payment to a payee on behalf of a 
payor, comprising: 

a communications interface configured to receive a payment request for a 
payment service provider to pay a payee on behalf of a payor; and 

a processor configured to i) identify those of determine a plurality of risk 
reduction techniques available for fulfilling the received payment request based at least in 
part on inf o rmation included in upon the received payment request, ii) select an - identified 
one of the available risk reduction technique s to be used when processing the payment 
request based on at least one predetermined factor associated with each of the plurality of 
risk reduction techniques , and iii) process the payment request using caus e payment to 
t h e- paye e on behalf of the payor to be effected processed in accordan c e with the selected 
risk reduction technique. 

13. (Currently amended) The system of claim 12, wherein each of the plurality of 
risk reduction techniques protects against reduces a risk of financial loss to the payment 
service provider in effecting processing the payment request on behalf of the payor. 

14. (Currently amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques includes at least one twe of i) determining, prior to directing funds 
to the payee in association with effecting processing the payment re quest, that payor 
funds are available in a deposit account associated with the payor prior to directing a 
payment, ii) determining, prior to directing funds to the payee in association with 
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effecting processing the payment request , that an entity is available from which to collect 
funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor in association with effecting processing 
the payment request , iii) determining whether payment to the payee will be drawn on a 
deposit account associated with the payor, or drawn on a deposit account associated with 
an entity other than the payor, and iv) directing funds to the payee a predetermined period 
of time subsequent to initiating an electronic debiting of a deposit account associated 
with the payor. 

15. (Currently amended) The system of claim 14, wherein: 

the selected risk reduction technique is the determining that payor funds are 
available; 

the communications interface is further configured to receive, from a financial 
institution at which at least one of a payor deposit account or a service provider deposit 
account is mai n tained, one of (i) confirmation that the payor deposit account has been 
successfu ll y debited or (ii) confirmation that the service provider account has been 
successfully credited, 

wherein the payment to the payee, drawn on the service provider account, is 
processed responsive to receiving the one of (0 confirmation that the payor de posit 
account has been successfully debited or (ii) confirmation that the service provider 
account has been successfully credited 

i) transmit an electronic fund s t rans fer file to debit the payor deposit account - an d 
to credit a deposit account as sociated with the servic e provid e r, ii) transmit a 
confirmation request to a financial institution at which at leas t one of the payor depo s it 
account and servic e provider depo s it account is maintained, and iii) r e c e iv e a response, 
from th e financial institution, that payor funds in at l e ast an am o unt of th e payment 
r e quest ar c available; 

the processor is further configur e d to i) cause the communications interface to 
transmit th e e l e ctr o nic funds transfer file, ii) cause the communications i nterface to 
transmit the confirmation reque s t - sub s equent to causing the transmission of the electronic 
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funds transfer file, and iii) cause payment to be effected responsive to the receipt of the 

th e tran s mitted confirmation - request request s one of i) confirmation that the payor 
deposit account has - b e en succ e s s ful l y d e bit e d, or ii) confirmation that the service 
provider deposit account has been s uccessfully credited; 

the rec e ived r e sponse indicates one of i) a successful de - biting - of the payor depo s it 
account, a nd ii) a -s u ccc ssf u l crediting of the service provider deposit account; and 

the payment is drawn on the service provider depo s it account , 

16. (Currently amended) The system of claim 14, wherein: 

the selected risk reduction technique is the determining that an entity is available 
from which to collect funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor in association 
with directing processing a payment on behalf of the payor; 

the processor is further configured to i) identify the entity from which to collect 
fund s if funds cannot b e coll e cted from the payor in association with directing th e 
paym e nt to th e pay ee on b e half of the payor , and ii) to cause the payment request to be 
effected processed responsive to the identification of the entity; 

the payment is drawn on a deposit account associated with the payment service 
provider; and 

the identified entity is one of the payee and a consumer service provider with 
which the payor is associated. 

17. (Currently amended) The system of claim 14, wherein: 

the selected risk reduction technique is the determining whether payment to the 
payee will be drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, or drawn on a 
deposit account associated with an entity other than the payor; 

the processor is further configured to determine at least one of i) if a monetary 
amount of the payment request is less than a predetermined first threshold, ii) if a total 
monetary amount of payments completed on behalf of the payor within a first 
predetermined time period is less than a predetermined second threshold, and iii) if a 
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volume of payments completed on behalf of the payor within a second predetermined 
time period is less than a predetermined third threshold; 

if it is determined that the monetary amount is less than the first threshold, that the 
total monetary amount is less than the second threshold, or that the volume is less than 
the third threshold, effecting processing the payment request includes issuing one of a 
check or an electronic funds transfer to the payee drawn on a deposit account associated 
with an entity other than the payor; and 

if it is determined that the monetary amount is not less than the first threshold, 
that the total monetary amount is not less than the second threshold, or that the volume is 
not less than the third threshold, effecting processing the payment request includes 
issuing a draft to the payee drawn on the payor deposit account. 

1 8. (Currently amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the processor is further 
configured to determine ide ntify each of thos e of t he plurality of risk reduction 
techniques identified based upon at least one of i) the identity of the payor, ii) the identity 
of the payee, iii) the identity of a financial institution at which the payor maintains a 
deposit account, iv) the identity of a consumer service provider with which the payor is 
associated, and v) a type of payment service offer by the payment service provider 
utilized by the payor. 

19. (Currently amended) The system of claim 12, wherein* 

two or more of th e plurality of risk reduction t e chniques are id e ntified a s bein g 
available each of the plurality of risk reduction techniques is associated with a level of 
protection against financial loss to the payment service provider for processing a payment 
request ; and wherein 

th e proc e ssor is furth e r configured to i) the risk reduction technique selected provides a 
highest level of protection against financial loss to the payment service provider among 
the plurality of risk reduction techniques available for fulfilling the received payment 
request determine one - of - th c tw o or more identified risk r e duction techniqu e s which 
provides a high e st l e vel of protection aga i nst financial loss to the payment servic e 
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provider in association with effecting processing th e payment r e quest on behalf of the 
p ayor;, and ii) select the determined on e of the risk reduction t ec hnique s. 

20. (Currently amended) The system of claim 12, whereim 

each of the plurality of risk reduction techniques is associated with a cost of 
processing a payment request, and wherein the risk reduction technique selected is 
associated with a least cost of processing the payment request among the plurality of risk 
reduction techniques for fulfilling the received payment request -t wo - or-more of - th e 
plurality of ri s k reduction techniques are identified as being available; and 

t he processor is further configured to i) determine one of th e two or more 
i d e ntifi e d risk r e duc tio n techniqu e s that is associated with a lea s t cost, and ii) select the 
determined one of th e risk r e duction techniqu e s . 

21. (Currently amended) The system of claim 12, whereinr 

each of the plurality of risk reduction techniques is associated with a time period 
for processing a payment request, and wherein the risk reduction technique selected is 
assoc iated with a short est time period to complete payment to the payee among the 
plurality of risk reduction techniques for fulfilling the received payment request -twe-e? 
moro of the plurality of risk reduction techniques are identifi e d a s being available; and 

the processor is further configur e d to i) determine one of th e two or more 
identified risk reduction techniqu es as s o cia ted with a short e st time - p e riod to complete 
payment to th e payee - on behalf of the payor, and ii) select th e d et ermined one of the risk 
reduction t e chniqu es. 

22. (Currently amended) The system of claim 12, wherein^ 

each of the plurality of risk reduction techniques is associated with a priority , and 
wherein the risk reduction technique selected is with the highest priority among the 
plurality of risk reduction techniques for fulfilling the received payment request^ 

two or more of the plurality of risk reduction techniques are identified as being 
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th e processor is further configured - to i) d e termin e on e of th e tw o or mor e 
id e ntified risk reduction t e chniques having a high e st associated priority, and ii) select the 
3 risk r e duction techniques . 



23. (New) A system, comprising: 

means for receiving a payment request for a payment service provider to pay a 
payee on behalf of a payor; 

means for determining a plurality of risk reduction techniques available for 
fulfilling the received payment request based at least in part on information included in 
the received payment request; 

means for selecting one of the available risk reduction techniques to be used when 
processing the payment request based on at least one predetermined factor associated 
with each of the plurality of risk reduction techniques; and 

means for processing the payment request using the selected risk reduction 
technique. 

24. (New) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

transmitting a confirmation request to the financial institution, wherein the one of 
(i) confirmation that the payor deposit account has been successfully debited or (ii) 
confirmation that the service provider account has been successfully credited is received 
responsive to transmitting the confirmation request. 

25. (New) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

transmitting an electronic funds transfer file to debit the payor deposit account 
and to credit the service provider account. 

26. (New) The system of claim 15, wherein the communications interface is further 
configured to transmit a confirmation request to the financial institution, wherein the one 
of (i) confirmation that the payor deposit account has been successfully debited or (ii) 
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confirmation that the service provider account has been successfully credited is received 
responsive to transmitting the confirmation request. 

27. (New) The system of claim 15, wherein the communications interface is further 
configured to transmit an electronic funds transfer File to debit the payor deposit account 
and to credit the service provider account. 
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